Hi Lucia and Craig
I am sorry for this late response.  Our daughter has been in the ICU with a severe case of septic shock and pneumonia. 

It is very sad that you won’t meet with a tax-paying Mercerwood residential community

Constituent independently.
We moved to Mercer Island in 1958 from Seward Park in Seattle.  My father built and lived in 4 houses bordering the JCC; and I have built 4 houses bordering the JCC and currently still live there.  We are trying and deserve to have a peaceful and tranquil residential community.

When the JCC bought Fruitland Acres from Howard Bailey in 1967, JCC knew their limitations and requirements to be able to build their facility in a residential neighborhood.  Unfortunately for our community, in the past 50 years, JCC has not honored or respected these requirements.  In fact, the six homes recently purchased by JCC all have a story of systematic abuse and devaluation from the applicant.  This is all of public record.

This, I believe, is the fifth time the applicant has tried to expand into our residential neighborhood community.  Plus, the street vacations which were not to be used for higher density (again Public record).  The neighbors have had to try to protect our fragile neighborhood time after time. Which by the way, is the most affordable housing on Mercer Island.

At our first planning commission meeting, the community asked to have this postponed until proper information and concurrent rules were established.  We were denied that right, and after a lot of input from the neighborhood, you have provided two meetings where the community could have a little involvement.  One meeting we were quite vocal on their distrust and objection to this amendment.  The second meeting was when I sat with you was really a waste of our time.  Most of what we are talking about is already established:

1) Retain all established Buffer Zones
2) Retain existing In Perpetuity Green Belt

3) Maintain Residential Building Codes, height, FAR, 2 year construction time etc.

4) Retain 60’ plus Evergreens at Buffer Zone line with branches to the ground as required.

5) No Access to S.E. 40th Street

6) Reduce Traffic

7) Reduce the Visual and Noise Pollution

8) Replace against policy the Prison lighting

9) Per Policy expand to the North in the Commercial Zone.

You commented that you didn’t want to “be sucked down a rabbit hole,” but the DSG has not provided the history and facts of public record.  Instead, you have basically been sucked down the rabbit hole of the DSG and JCC/FASPS/HERTZEL narrative and propaganda.  You talk about community.  Which community is that?  The community of the greater Puget Sound?  The community of greater Seattle?  Apparently not the community of Mercerwood and greater Mercer Island.
What is also very disturbing is that the DSG has been working many years on this narrative.  We the tax paying citizens have asked the City, the DSG in particular, and have been told nothing is going on.  Then, on June 2nd, we know of only two notices that were put into two mailboxes by the JCC/FASPS/HERZEL regarding a meeting (which is illegal).  As far as I know, no other notices or information about the meeting was sent to the rest of Mercer Island.  I did not receive a notice, but our neighbor contacted me regarding the meeting and we went.  There were only six chairs set up in a tiny room, so it was obvious that the JCC/FASPS/HERZEL and the City was not expecting to have any community input or involvement. However, this amendment does involve all of Mercer Island to keep this not federally illegal spot zone, and two delivered notices do not constitute public notice.

It’s also very troubling that, if a home owner wants a simple variance, money or cost is never a criteria for hardship in getting a variance.  The variance cost is always burdened by the home owner.  In this case, we have a major zoning change based solely on cost-savings to the applicant.  The applicant has known in the last 50 years that if they wanted to expand, they could expand to the north into the Commercial Zone.  But, instead, they have lobbied the City to decimate our neighborhood with this new zoning code to get past the existing and new residential regulations.  Again, the City has been meeting for years with the applicants.  There are many hours of City employees’ time that is not being reimbursed by the applicant.  This is like an insult on top of injury when a private citizen of Mercer Island has to pay for all the applicants’ costs with our taxes. Especially when the City is Broke this nothing short of Preferential treatment. 
Our time is valuable as well. How many times does our Neighborhood have to rally to protect our community? In the last 7 months, the planning commission, DSG, and the applicants, have not given our neighborhood one commitment for our protection.

In the last 50 years, there have been many traffic studies and neighborhood evaluations with all the same conclusions..  Since that time, with the inclusion of the French school, as well as the expansion in membership of both the French school and the JCC, and the proposed new membership, if those standards couldn’t be met then, how in the world, can this have any chance of meeting new requirements?  Also, it’s very disconcerting that there isn’t a working agreement between the 3 applicants (JCC / Herzel / FASPS).  They are applying as one applicant, but they don’t have a working agreement between them, How does this work?
In closing, we deserve to have equal time. I asked you if I could meet with you for 25 or 30 minutes.  It took you that long to write your letter to me.  If my only option is to meet with one of the applicants present I will, howeverI feel that may be very unproductive.  I’ve met so many times over the years and have received so many false promises again public record.  I feel that a private short meeting with you and Craig would be much more productive especially with you as Professional Architect and myself as a General Contractor.  Depending on how soon you are available, I could meet anytime between January 5 - 10.  Please let me know as soon as possible what works.
Regards John

